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"Right reason 1n conformity with nature,
present in all men, unchanging, eternal,
commanding all to the performance of duty,
prohibiting evil."
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Cicero’s stoic approach to law (and ethics) may seem so outmoded as to be
unintelligible to the modern reader, though it was certainly well-known to the
Founding Fathers and all intelligent men and women some 200 years ago. Times
have changed! But perhaps Cicero (and others following in his train) was correct:
there is a longing for the concrete, the unchanging, the “one guide” to solve fortune’s
hazards as they’re thrown in our way.

Following upon last year’s excellent Ethics seminar at Sheridan, detailing the
numerous ethical lapses in corporate America, I'd like to point out where we are at
this point in the ethical landscape; how we got there; and what we can look forward
to in the 21st century, the hopes and the challenges. Citing examples from sociology,
science fiction, neurobiology and history, I hope to shed some light (reflected from
some brilliant authors) on the human condition, as well as evangelizing for the way
corporate, educational, and personal actors should conduct themselves for the
health of their operations and for the sake of employees and, alas, themselves.




